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Her first visit to East Africa changed her life. She had travelled many miles and seen wonderful things, but the best thing was meeting Mary and Louis Leakey- famous anthropologists. At first, Dian was nervous. What would she tell them? What could she offer them? 
“Dr Leakey, “ asked Dian quickly, before he could turn back to his work, “can you help me see some of the mountain gorillas? I`m so interested in them.“ That question was at the beginning of Dian`s life journey. Once she saw the gorillas, she couldn`t forget them. She returned back to the USA but stayed in touch with the Leakeys.
“Dr Leakey, “she began, “that week in the Kabara Meadow was the most important week of my life.“ She told him about each gorilla in the family and how each was different. She told them about their chestbeating and the sounds they made. “It was hard to come home, Dr Leakey,“ she added.

“Well, “ Dr Leakey said suddenly. “Would you like to return? I`m looking for someone to study the gorillas. By studying them we can learn more about us. I think you`re the best person!”
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“But are you sure you really want me? I work with children. I love animals but I`ve never really studied them.“ 
“I`ve talked to many people who want this job. Some already know something about gorillas. But this work isn`t about what you know. It`s about who you are. I chose Jane Goodall to study chimpanzees, and she`s been there for six years. I think you`re the right person-and I`ve never been wrong yet!”
On December 15, 1966, Dian left for Africa with three very full suitcases, her tapewriter, four cameras and enough film to take hundreds of photos. She was going to study the only mountain gorillas in the world.

How was it? Not easy at all. The life high in mountains was challenging: thin and wet air, poor food, a lot of climbing, poachers
 and cattle herders
, black magic and dishonest park officials. 
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Dian could understand only one side of the situation: there were the only mountain gorillas in the world. To protect them was the highest priority. 
However, people of Rwanda were poor. Poachers were hunting animals to feed their families or to sell them to zoos around the world. Dian and her helpers tried to scare them using Halloween masks (the local people were scared of spirits of the dead), shooting the cows which came to places where they weren`t alloweed and finally Dian did something unethical and wrong- she kidnapped
 a little boy- Munyarukiko`s son. Munyarukiko was the leader of a group of poachers.
“You can`t kidnap the boy, Miss Fossey. We can`t do that.“

“We can and we will. Munyarikiko must learn what it feels like to have a son taken away from him. Do you think Beethoven
 feels any different?“
The book Dian and the Gorillas will take you to Africa, to places where only few people may come. It shows a woman who devoted her life to the only mountain gorillas in the world. Not everything she did was right, but we can`t judge her, we can only follow her on her life journey. 
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On December 27, 1985 Dian Fossey was killed while she was sleeping in her cabin. We still don`t know who dit it, it remains a mystery. She had made a lot of enemies as she tried to protect the only mountain gorillas left in the world. She was 53 years old.

� People who illegally catch or kill animals. 


� People who look after a group of cows as their job.


� To take as your prisoner


� Beethowen was a mountain gorilla protecting his gorilla family. The poachers wanted to get his baby named Poppy.





